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In an effort to increase your program’s opportunities to attend the annual New England Fathering 
Conference, the NEFC Planning Committee has developed the following tools to assisting you with 
fundraising and meeting your funding goals to attend the conference this year.  
 
There are many ways to fundraise, but the process often includes a personal visit with potential 
funders in your community (think United Way, Faith-Based Organizations, Banks/Lending Institutions, 
Colleges/Universities, and Other Civic Organizations), a follow-up letter, and a thank you letter. You 
should begin by having your program supervisors, staff and participants assist in brainstorming a list 
of possible funders in your community.  We have provided a draft letter at the end of this document 
that you can personalize to assist you in your request to these funders. You can also refer potential 
funders to the website www.nefatheringconference.org for the specific details on the conference.   
 
With your fundraising letter in hand, visit the people or organizations who you have listed as potential 
funders to make a personalized appeal for financial support to attend the conference. Take with you a 
personalized letter, your draft budget (see page 3), a program father who may be interested in 
attending the conference with your agency and be ready to promote your cause.    
 
A follow up letter is often delivered a short time later, thanking the potential donor for their time and 
consideration.  A simple thank you letter or card should be created and sent to any funder with a 
reminder of conference dates for the coming year.  
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Your Budget  
 
Developing a comprehensive list of proposed costs to attend the NEFC will 
be important in soliciting donations/support for your trip. Remember a 
budget for this trip should include the costs associated with registration for 
the conference, hotel costs, transportation fees and costs associated with 
meals not offered through the conference. An example of a typical budget 
for a single attendee can be seen below:  
 
Proposal:  
To have 1 staff member attend the entire NEFC in effort to train staff and start 
fatherhood program in the community upon their return 
 
PLEASE NOTE: numbers are estimates  
 
Registration - $300.00  
Hotel Stay (3 nights) - $342.00  
Travel - $52.80 (120 mi x .44 mile)  
Meals & Incidentals (3 days) - $90.00  
 
In-Kind Donations/Other Support - $90.00 pledged in Meals & Incidentals by sending 
non-profit agency  
--------------------------------------------  
Total Request - $700.00  
  
Remember, it is important to note any existing support from your own agency such as 
coverage for meals/incidentals or other in-kind donations.  For example, an in-kind donation 
could be an offer from a local church to provide use of their van to transport program staff and 
attendees to the conference.  Monetize any donation or pledge as these additional funds show that 
you have actively solicited support from your own and community agencies and you could encourage 
funders to match or go above the in-kind donations provided.  
  
Promoting Your Cause through an Event  
Organizing an event before or after the next conference is a great way to raise funds.   
Here are some ideas for events:  
  

 Host an event to share information about your goals in attending the conference or do it post-
conference and share what you learned with colleagues and the community. Ask for 
donations.  

 Combine the above with a fundraising dinner in your dining room, school cafeteria, or 
community space. Seek out donations from stores and restaurants to keep your costs down.  

 With the help of program participants, clean out your closets (and your friends’ closets) and 
hold a garage sale.  

There is no end to the kind of events you can put on (Bake Sale, House party/show, Cake Walk, Car 
Wash, Cook-off, Movie showing, Raffle, Auction, etc). Remember that by hosting an event, you will 
not only raise funds for your trip to the conference but also awareness about fatherhood issues.  
  
If you are unable to directly fundraise or host such an event, appeal to your local funders to host an 
event in your cause or name for you and donate the proceeds to fund your proposal.  



Donations  
What are the most successful fundraising sources? Fundraising becomes 
much more successful when you contact people and groups who are in some 
way connected with you. These connections might include:  
 

 Family members, friends, neighbors, employers, co-workers, religious 
leaders, etc.  
 

 Current and/or past employers, including those of parents, grandparents, and close relatives.  
 

 Customers/clients/associates of your or your parent’s work  
 

 Local civic organizations (Rotary Club, Lion’s Club, Elk’s Lodge, American Legion, etc.) 
 

 Commercial Non-Profit organizations (Credit Unions, Hospitals, etc.- Inquire at your local 
Chamber of Commerce/United Way for a list of Non-Profit Organizations in your area)  

 

 Friends of immediate and extended family  
 

 Local businesses  
 
Be creative...who else can you think of and how could they help offset your costs? If flying, ask your 
friends, family and relatives to donate their airline miles towards the cost of your flight.  
 
How can I use social media to fundraise?   
Many of us are connected through social networks such as Facebook, Twitter, Myspace and regional 
or local networks. You can use these forums to support your fundraising efforts.  

 Create a Go Fund Me page for friends, family and others to donate toward your goal. 
 

 Post a condensed version of your fundraising letter.  
 

 Update people on your fundraising goal and how close you are to reaching that goal.  
 

 Share the impacts of your work (add photos and links to the website 
www.nefatheringconference.org).  

 

 During the conference, post or tweet what you are doing and learning at the event.  
  
Suggestions for Writing a Good Fundraising Letter:  
 
Use the attached letter below to describe: why you want to attend the NEFC, how attending will 
benefit you/your community and how you intend to share what you have learned with your program 
and community.  Be sure to include a brochure or details on the programs that your agency offers 
with the letter.  
 
Using the form on the next page as a template, modify the fields in <BRACKETS> to personalize 
and submit to potential local funders to assist your program with attending the NEFC and copy the 
completed template onto your agency’s letterhead for signature and mailing. 

  
NOTE: The NEFC has provided BOLD dollar amounts and attendance numbers in the template on the next 
page as an example, based on current registration fees and average hotel, travel and food costs.  Please feel 

free to modify the BOLD dollar amounts and attendance numbers to reflect your actual proposed costs. 
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 <Date Here>  
<Sponsor’s Street Address>  
<City, State Zip>  
  
Dear <Potential Sponsor>,  
  

I am writing to request your assistance in sending program staff and the fathers who benefit from our 
program to this year’s New England Fathering Conference (NEFC), being held <Dates of Conference 
Here>.  I have included a brochure that provides an overview of our agency and the programs we 
offer.  
 

What is the NEFC?  
The NEFC is a multi-day conference that brings speakers, trainers and program staff and participants 
in from around the country to address topics related to fathering; co-parenting, child-support, child 
welfare, spirituality, men’s health, education, healthy relationships, vocational supports, legal 
supports, and all of the other experiences that come with being an involved father.  For more 
information on the NEFC including dates and offerings for this year’s NEFC visit their website at 
www.nefatheringconference.org  
  

Why is this conference opportunity unique?  
Each year the NEFC actively recruits fatherhood practitioners and program fathers from around New 
England to share their stories and ideas on improving our work with fathers in our own communities.  
Staff members from our program will have an opportunity to gather direct and relevant resources that 
will help them serve fathers and families more effectively when they return.  Program fathers may 
have never had the opportunity to attend a professional conference of this caliber and will make new 
social connections and become mentors and supports for our staff to continue their work once home.    
  

Who will benefit from our attendance at this conference?  
Year after year the organizers of the NEFC have received positive feedback on the nationally 
recognized speakers/instructors that provide direction and inspiration to staff of programs such as 
ours and directly to the fathers we serve.  Those who have attended bring home the healthy and 
positive messages of involving fathers in their work, striving to make lasting change for the fathers 
and families they serve.  Your support in this mission will improve outcomes for the fathers and 
families and the work that is inspired by the NEFC will result in happier, healthier children in our 
community.  
  

How can you help?  
Help sponsor our staff and fathers as conference attendees by donating to help cover the cost 
associated with attending (Registration, Accommodations, Travel and Meals):  
  
 A gift of $600 covers the cost of (2) Program Fathers to attend the entire conference  
 A gift of $700 covers the cost of (1) staff member to attend the entire conference  
 A gift of $2,600 covers our current goal to send 2 Staff and 4 Program Fathers to the entire 

conference 
 

Thank you!  
<Your Name>  
<Your Program/Agency Name>  
<Your Street Address>  
<City, State Zip>  
<Telephone Number>  
<Include your Non-Profit Organization Tax ID# and Solicit a Tax Deductible Contribution>  
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